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a short time, but were again subdued; and in
spite of two other revolts, Egypt remained
a Persian province until Persia itself was
conquered by Alexander the Great in 332 B. c.

Egypt now became a Greek state, and the
Egyptians were treated as an inferior race.
Alexandria was founded as the new Greek
capital. On Alexander's death, his general,
Ptolemy, took possession of the throne and
became the first of a Greek dynasty that for
three hundred years made Egypt one of the
chief kingdoms of the world. The Ptolemies
were patrons of letters and art, and Theoc-
ritus, Callimachus and Euclid flourished un-
der their rule. But while the Alexandrian
Greeks managed to keep down the native
Egyptians, they were themselves coming un-
der Boinan influence. The later Ptolemies
were obliged to ask the help of Rome in in-
ternal and external troubles, and Cleopatra
maintained her power only through her per-
sonal influence with Julius Caesar and Mark
Antony. On the defeat of Antony by Au-
gustus in 30 B. cv Egypt became a province
of Borne. It was still a Greek state, how-
ever, and Alexandria was the chief seat of
Greek learning and science. Gradually the
old Greek and Egyptian religions gave place
to Christianity, and this is perhaps the most
important event in Egypt during the Koman
rule.

On the division of the Roman Empire, in
the time of Theodosius, into the Western and
Eastern empires, Egypt became a province
of the latter and sank deeper and deeper
into barbaiism and weakness. It was con-
quered in A. D. 640 by the Saracens, under
Caliph Omar. Of the Saracen rulers who
made Cairo practically the center of Moham-
medan influence, the greatest was Saladin.
The last Saracen dynasty was overthrown
by the Mamelukes in 1250, and the Mame-
lukes in their turn were conquered by the
Turks in 1517. They made repeated at-
tempts to cast off the Turkish yoke, and they
had virtually done so by the end of the
eighteenth century, when Napoleon con-
quered Egypt. The French held it till 1801,
when they were driven, out by the Turks,
with the aid of the British.

On the expulsion of the French, a Turkish
force took possession of the country, and
Mehemet All was made pasha. He was a
man of great ability, administered the coun-
try -vigorously and greatly extended the
Egyptian territories. At length he rebelled

against the porte, and, after gaining a de-
cisive victory over the Ottoman troops in
Syria, was acknowledged by the sultan as
viceroy of Egypt, with the right of succes-
sion in his family. Mehemet Ali died in
1849 and was succeeded by Ms grandson
Abbas Pasliaj who in his turn, was succeeded
by his uncle Said Pasha, the son of Mehemet.
Under the rule of Said Pasha railways were
opened and the cutting of the Suez Canal
was begun. After Said's death, Ismail
Pasha, a grandson of Mehemet Ali, obtained
the government (1863). His administration
was vigorous, but exceedingly extravagant,
and brought the finances of the country into
great disorder. In 1866 he received permis-
sion from the sultan to adopt the title of
khedive. In 1879 he was forced to abdicate
under pressure of the British and French
governments and was replaced by his son,
Tewfik. The so-called national party re-
volted in 1882 and forced the khedive to
flee, l?ut on July 11 a British fleet bombarded
Alexandria and restored him. From this
time on, although the khedive remained the
nominal head of the government, Egypt be-
came practically the protectorate of Great
Britain.

A rebellion in the Sudan, under the lead-
ership of the Mahdi, now gave the govern-
ment trouble. Troops were sent under Gen-
eral Gordon to protect the British interests,
but the Mahdi's forces were strong enough to
shut General Gordon up in Khartum. For
nearly a year he held the town, but he was
killed (January 18, 1885) before the relief
expedition under Wolseley could reach him.
When the expedition withdrew, the Sudan
was left in a state of anarchy. In 1896 the
Mahdi again threatened Egypt, and the
British government again took steps to sup-
press him. Sir Herbert Kitchener was made
commander in chief of the Egyptian army,
and in 1898 he won a final victory, which once
more brought the Sudan under the rule of the
government. In 1892 Tewiik was succeeded
by his son, Abbas Hilmi, an able ruler. The
recent history of more than local interest
appears in the subheading Government,
above.
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